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First Committee  -  1934 - 35 
 

 
PATRON:   C.G. Knowles. 
 
PRESIDENT:  J. Shaw Thompson. 
 
VICE PRESIDENTS: J.B. McLean, H. Stephens, G.F. McKay (Resigned), 
    J. Patterson (Appointed). 
TREASURER:  A.H. Graham. 
 
SECRETARY:  P. Punch (Resigned), F.W. Higginbotham (Appointed). 
 
COMMITTEE:  W.H. Coulson, A.C. Hauenschild, C.A. Routley, 
    H.E. Thorley, J.C. Bennie. 
GREEN DIRECTOR: H. Stephens. 
 
PROVIDOR:  F.W. Higginbotham. 
 
GAMES DIRECTOR: J. McLean, J. Patterson. 
 
 
Current Committee  -  2008 - 09 
 

 
PATRON:   D.K. McKenzie. 
 
PRESIDENT:  J.E.P. Lane. 
 
VICE PRESIDENTS: D. Wilson, R. Hughes. 
 
TREASURER:  L.A. Halling,  Assistant:   B.A. Slatter . 
 
SECRETARY:  B. Nolan,      Assistant:    E. J . McNally. 
 
COMMITTEE:  O.R. Ingleton, A. Yates, N. Lucht, J. Wilkie, G. Suhr. 
     
GREEN DIRECTOR: J. Rynne.  
 
PROVIDOR:  B.A. Slatter. 
 
GAMES DIRECTOR: G. McKeon. 



 

4 

75 Years of Progress 
 

Although several attempts were made to form a Lawn Bowling Club in Dalby, it 
was not until March 1933 when a committee was formed under the chairmanship 
of the late J. Shaw Thompson, that the movement actually got off the ground. 
 
Many problems were encountered, however J. Shaw Thompson was a very reso-
lute man and with the help of Harold Thorley, the committee obtained a lease 
from the Dalby Town Council of the old Recreation Reserve, which had been the 
scene of the Dalby Cricket Association for many years.  Thus the Dalby Bowls 
Complex came into being. 
 
Work began on a high set building when J. Shaw Thompson turned the first sod 
on the 1st August 1934.  The building was to have a Club House and bar facility 
on the top floor, with a locker room underneath.  
Around the same time construction began of a 
green in front of the Club House, to be laid with 
the popular grass of that age, water couch.  The 
Club started with 81 members. 
 
The Club was sponsored by the Toowoomba Bowl-
ing Club as was the custom of the day.  Dalby in 
turn sponsored Kingaroy Club in 1936.   Harry 
Stephens was the original coach who taught the 
founding members the art of the game of bowls.  
Harry was to be the first Green’s Director, and also 
was to become the first Life Member.  The first 
committee is listed in the preceding pages.  Also, 
several photographs of the original Clubhouse, 
green, and flooding are on the wall down by the 
office. 
 
Commencement of Play 
 
It was not until Foundation Day 26,th January 1935 that the first game was played 
on the green.  In the report that followed, it was stated that the green stood up 
well, and it is anticipated that our green could develop into the equal of any in the 
State.  The first tournament was played over Easter of 1935.  In those days clubs 
were allowed to select their own blazers, and Dalby adopted a bright striped blaz-
er, whereas all bowlers today must have the same colour as their State, which in 
our case is the plain maroon blazer. 
 
The Dalby Club had affiliated with the Downs District Bowling Association and 
the Official Opening of the Clubhouse and Green took place on Saturday 27th 
April 1935.  This was performed by Mr. D. Farquah, President of the Queensland 
Bowling Association.  The Downs Association Clubs were represented, also sev-
eral Brisbane Clubs, and the Mayor of Dalby, Alderman Thomas Jack was among 
the visitors. 

J. Shaw Thompson 
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At this time bowling was looked upon as a man’s preserve, however Bill Fink, a 
foundation member, had constructed a rink in his yard, and this is where the first 
lady bowlers played their social bowls.  Exact records are not available, but it 
appears that the Ladies began bowling at the Club around 1941/42.  The Founda-
tion Ladies Club President was Mrs R. Willey - 1941-45 & 1946 - 48. 
 

Lighting the Green 
 

Playing bowls under lights in our hot climate was first proposed in 1936.  This 
important aspect of bowling was tossed around over the years and it was not until 
the late forties that the Committee of the day decided that lighting be installed if 
and when finance became available.  However it was not until 1949/50 that the 
front green was “Lit Up”, and only a section down the middle, making 3 or 4 
rinks for night bowls.  While it proved popular to an extent, its use was limited 
due to the small playing area, the type of lighting available and the heavy dews 
that came across the playing surface from Myall Creek. 
 

After a couple of years the night bowls lapsed and the lights were removed.  But 
the Club never lost sight of the fact that members wanted to play night bowls, and 
the idea was raised continually over the years.  Under President Gerry Sander-
cock, 1981/82, a sum of $15000 was set aside to light the front green and re-
introduce night bowls.  Night bowls was played only in summer and started earli-
er to beat the dew. 
 

 
The War Years 
 

In the report for the 1939/40 year, Club membership hit 
an all time low, when around eight members resigned in 
order to enlist in Australia’s fighting forces.  It is pleas-
ing that although these men enlisted in the first stages of 
the war, they all returned safely.  Today the Club has 
several returned servicemen that have taken up bowls 
later in life. 
 

The forties were hard years for the Club and probably 
for many areas in Australia, but the Club does owe a lot 
to Bill Fink, who served a record term of seven years as 
President about this time.  Through his untiring efforts 
and considerable personal expense, Bill kept the Club 
afloat and must be considered one of the mainstays of 
the Dalby Bowls Club. 
 

 
Greens and Flooding 
 

Over the years many changes have been made to the greens of the Dalby Bowls 
Club.  One of the first was to change the grass on the green  from water couch to 
transvaal couch. 
 
 

C.W. Fink 
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The construction of the back green was began in 1949 under the supervision of Bill 
Milne, and was officially opened by Bob Gardiner President of the Queensland 
Bowling Association.  In the construction, large rocks and gravel were used as a 
base and leveled off with fine white sand.  Then transvaal couch was planted into 
the topsoil of sand and fine loam.  The construction of the green had been seriously 
affected by floods, and took two years to complete. 
 

 

The consistent flooding over the years has presented many problems.  The clean up 
of silt has been a real concern, and no matter how clean the green surface was 
washed, a small film of silt remained that set like concrete and prevented the nor-
mal vigorous growth of the grass.  This silt problem meant the purchase of expen-
sive coring equipment to break up this layer. 
 

 

In the early years floods have played havoc with the greens and the Clubhouse.  
One cannot assess the number of voluntary hours clocked up by the members in 
their efforts to overcome and minimize the affects of the floods.  While periodic 
flooding was a problem, the ones that caused the most concern and damage were 
the floods of 1956 when in the month of February three floods inundated the 
greens and Clubhouse.  Members were becoming skilled in the art of removing the 
silt, but after the third occasion were nearing the end of their patience, but fortu-
nately the weather took up and these troubles were over for quite a few years. 
 

 

In spite of all these difficulties, our greens were selected for the playing of the 
“Charles Shield” and the Champion of Champions event for the Downs District 
that year.  To make it more memorable, a Dalby rink comprising of Bruce Derrick, 
Merv Stewart, George Riley, and Reg Knight won the “Charles Shield.” 
 

 

In 1981 the flood waters rose to a height that had never before been experienced, 
about three feet in the Clubhouse, and this presented countless problems for Presi-
dent Max Weier and his team.  But again it showed the true spirit of the members 
in getting the greens and Clubhouse back in order in the shortest possible time, and 
at a great cost saving to the Club.  In the first 50 years of the Club floods were a 
fact of life, however, this has not been a problem in more recent years. 
 

 

In 1982 the Dalby Bowls Club joined the trend for tift dwarf greens.  The back or 
Jubilee Green was taken out of service, all the grass was removed, it was resur-
faced and laid with the new grass.  This was completed under the supervision of 
RQBA President Sid Lingard.  The new grass was reported to require less mainte-
nance, and to produce a faster running surface. 
 

 

In the 2007/08 year, (President Whooper Lane), an idea that had been planned over 
several years, came into being.  This was a water harvesting scheme where the 
runoff from all the Club buildings was stored in a 30,000 gallon tank for use in 
watering the greens.  The old irrigation system was improved with the use of tim-
ers and electric solenoid valves, flow meters etc.  The Club was fortunate to re-
ceive funding from two external sources:  The WaterWise Programme and the 
Business Water Efficiency Programme. 
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The Clubhouse 
 

Over the years there have been many changes to the Clubhouse.  In 1939/40 the 
Clubhouse was enlarged, the bar was transferred downstairs and the bottom sec-
tion was completely floored.  The whole building was also painted. 
 

 

In 1951/52 the Clubhouse was raised above the then known flood level.  It was 
thought that most flood worries would be over, but this proved to not be the case.  
Later the Clubhouse was further improved to provide a Member’s room and a 
Games Directors office and a septic system was also installed.  1957/58 saw more 
extensive renovations and improvements with the bar area receiving much atten-
tion.  Then in 1954/55 a ladies room was added to the building. 
 

 

Through these early years enlargements, improvements, renovations, and the sec-
ond green were made possible by Debenture Loans raised from the Members.  At 
times around 3000 Pounds were contributed by Members.  Several large donations 
were also received and the Ladies Club donated funds from time to time. 
 

 

1964 to 1969 saw more enlargement and renovation, this time the kitchen area 
receiving most of the attention and more modernizing of the bar area.  In 1981/82 
a most ambitious plan was brought to fruition under President Gerry Sandercock 
when $20,000 was spent on the bar area alone.  This was a complete rearrange-
ment, widening the bar area, replacement of all the bar facilities such as cold 
room, the bar counter and glass cooling cabinets and carpet throughout the build-
ing. 
 

 

Because the land was Leasehold it has been impossible to borrow money against 
existing assets so a concerted effort has been made to Freehold the land.  This has 
now occurred and the Club is now able to borrow from banks etc. with their assets 
as collateral. 

Official opening  1935 
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Over the years the Committees have looked into the possibility of buying Freehold 
land adjacent to the Club to allow for future expansion.  In 1973/74 the Freehold 
property at 1 Scarlet Street was purchased.  This premises, which is beside the 
back green, has for many years been rented to the Club’s Greenkeeper. 
 

 

On 30th May 1998, during the Presidency of Derrick Hirning, Stage I of a new 
Clubhouse was officially opened.  The old two story Clubhouse which had served 
the Club so well was largely demolished and a new low set building was con-
structed.  The old bar area was rearranged and renovated.  This new Clubhouse has 
been a huge success, allowing easy access and having a hall that allows for all 
types of functions to be held.  For this project to go ahead, the Club received a 
$50,000 grant, was able to secure a loan from a local bank, and Members contrib-
uted to a “Buy a Brick” programme.  Our Ladies provided funding for kitchen 
equipment.  In this the year of our 75th Anniversary, the loan has been paid off a 
few years ago, we have a positive cash flow and the Club has a Committee looking 
into our future needs and the best way we can bring the older part of our Club-
house up to the standard we require. 
 

 

Condamine District Bowls Association 
 

 

Sponsored by the Downs District Bowls Association, with which Dalby was affili-
ated, the Dalby Club was responsible for much of the work in the formation and 
fostering of the Condamine Association.  It was at a meeting on the 10th June1956 
at the Dalby Club, that the new Association was formed.  Somer Thorn and Stew-
art Keys of Dalby were elected as Foundation President and Secretary, and Dalby 
was chosen as the headquarters of the District.  An Honour Board donated by the 
late Bert Olsen is situated in the Dalby Clubhouse and records the President, Sec-
retary and Champion of Champions winners each year. 
 
 

In June 2006 the CDBA celebrated fifty years of bowling with a bowls day at the 
Dalby Club.  Brian Stewart, Chairman of Bowls Queensland and three BQ Execu-
tive Members, CDBA Officials and Clubs, Past Presidents, Life Members and 
other visitors made this a memorable day.  Dalby Bowls Club Members are proud 
to be associated with the other nine clubs that make up the Condamine District 
Bowls Association: Bell, Chinchilla, Jandowae, Meandarra, Miles, North Dalby, 
Tara, Taroom and Wandoan  Bowls Clubs. 
 

 

Playing Honours 
 

 

Over the years the leading players of the day have brought honour to the Club by 
their achievements in many competitions throughout the District and State.  The 
Club has also produced players of sufficient skill to be selected to represent 
Queensland in interstate competitions.  These players were: Jack Lemon, Paddy 
McNamara, Peter Coroneo, Stewart Keys, Charlie Patterson and Don Sandercock. 
 

It is not often that a country bowler is selected as a State Selector, but Club  
Member Merv Stewart was awarded this honour and served on the State Selection 
Committee for many years. 
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After serving four years as Country Vice President, Dalby Past President Stewart 
Keys MBE was selected as President of the Royal Queensland Bowls Association 
in 1973, bringing great honour on our Club.  Stewart did much to keep the Dalby 
Bowls Club in the forefront of the RQBA and during his term as State President 
introduced many innovations for the betterment of bowls in Queensland, particu-
larly in country areas.  In 1974 Stewart was elected a member of the Australian 
Bowls Council. 
 

Life Members 
 

Since its inception the Club has seen fit to reward some of Members with a Life 
Membership for extraordinary services rendered.  These Life Members and year 
of joining are:       (* = Deceased.) 
 

 

Harry Stephens* 1934 
Bill Fink*  1934 
Ted Skerman* 1940 
Frank Weimers* 1941 
Tom Card*  1934 
Norm Klemm* 1937 
Vic Low*  1950 
Brit Halford*  1951 
Jack O’Brien* 1954 
Somer Thorn MBE* 1949 
Alan Carvosso* 1958 
Stewart Keys MBE* 1949 

Fred Winship* 1944 
G.W. Griffiths* 1965 
G.L. Sandercock* 1957 
A.E. Stewart  1954 
O.R. Ingelton  1978 
J.G. O’Reilly * 1979 
M.E. Stewart  1952 
R.S. Derrick*  1950 
D.K. McKenzie 1978 
L.A. Halling  1983 

The Club has also awarded Honorary Membership to some who have worked tire-
lessly for the Club, but generally not taken on Committee positions.  Some have 
worked constantly for the Club, but were nearing the end of their bowling career.  
Honorary Membership was awarded to the following, year of joining is shown: 

W.H. Coulson* 1934 
C.O. Frith*  1934 
R.C. Drew MBE* 1934 
H.H. Johmson* 1934 
R.F. Smiles*  1934 
J.N. Ronnfeldt* 1947 
C.A. Tuppick* 1950 
W.H. Donnelly* 1959 
C.J. Waters*  1948 
R. Lum*  1950 
D.F. Skerman * 1967 
E.G. Derrick*  1948 
W.A. Fletcher* 1956 
R. Brinkley  1955 

E.H. Crammond 1954 
B.E. Frizzell*  1950 
R.L. Hanwright* 1965 
L.J. Hannah  1986 
J.S Cristie  1965 
J.W. McCormack* 1971 
T.J. Maher*  1965 
G.R. Reed*  1955 
T.K. Jeude*  1974 
J.N. Duncan*  1977 
R.B. Angel  1980 
A.L. McMillan* 1976 
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On the 28th October 2001 the Club organized a Special Bowls Day to honour three 
bowlers that had been members of Dalby Club for fifty years or more.  These 
bowlers were: 
 

Stewart Keys MBE, Dalby and RQBA Life Member, joined 1948/49. 
Dick Derrick, joined 1950/51. 
Merv Stewart, joined 1951/52. 
 
 

Both Dick and Merv had been approved Life Membership at the August AGM, 
and this award was presented to them on this day.  It is unlikely that our Club will 
again have three Life Members that have been members for fifty years, present at 
the Club at the same time. 
 
 

Our Club has the unique record of having two families, each with six bowling 
members.  The Derrick and Milne families have not only played a prominent part 
in Club administration but have also been bowlers of some note.  Some descend-
ants of these families are members of the Club today. 
 
 

Seventy Five years of bowls in Dalby is a great effort, understandably there are no 
Foundation Members surviving to see this day. (There were three for the fifty year 
celebration).  Beginning a bowls club with 81 members is hardly a “humble begin-
ning,” however most were new to bowls, and had to start from scratch by con-
structing both a green and a clubhouse.  They proved they had big hearts and can 
be very proud of their determination and tenacity.  There were tough times, the 
war years and the 56 floods, are two such times when a less organized and willing 
club could have failed. 
 
 

The Club has been blessed with good, and in some cases outstanding, officials 
who have devoted much time and effort, and at times, personal expense to Club 
affairs.  Bill Fink, President for seven years beginning 1939/40 will be remem-
bered.  Also Brian Slatter served three terms as President in recent years.  No 
doubt we will have people of similar calibre taking their place in future years. 

The old Clubhouse - raised, extended, renovated etc. not long before demolition. 
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The Men’s and Ladies Clubs are both incorporated but have not amalgamated, 
although some discussions have taken place a few years ago. The Club is licensed, 
has eight gaming machines, and holds the Freehold on the land occupied by the 
Clubhouse, greens and greenkeepers residence.  At this time much of Club fund-
ing is from Gaming Machines, Bingo and Raffles. 
 
 

The Future 
 

Seventy five years of service to lawn bowls in Dalby is an occasion worthy of 
celebration.  It is a time to reflect on our achievements, review our current status, 
and set in place plans that ensure that we not only survive the next seventy five 
years, but that we actively promote bowls and ensure we have a facility that will 
cope with expansion. 
 

Dalby has two reasonably strong clubs, serving a town that has had a population 
of around 10,000 people.  However the town and district has started to grow, re-
cent figures were around 12,500 for the town and growing quickly.  The Dalby 
Bowls Club is committed to moving with the town and are, at the present time, in 
the throes of determining how far to go and how much to spend in renovating/
rebuilding the older section of our Clubhouse.  Our membership, on the slide for 
quite a few years has shown about a 10% a year increase over the last couple of 
years and now stands at 118 for the Men’s Club.   Membership of the Ladies Club 
stands at 50 lady members. 
 
 

Bowls Day 
 

The Seventy Fifth year will be celebrated with a mixed bowls day at the Club on 
Saturday 11th October 2008.  Representatives from Bowls Queensland, 
Condamine District Bowls Association and District Clubs have been invited.  (At 
time of printing, BQ have agreed to attend, but are yet to advise on who the repre-
sentatives will be).  Also invited are former Committee Members and Club Mem-
bers who have left the district for one reason or another.  This should be a great 
day, well worth attending. 
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Present Clubhouse, opened in 1998. 

Concept drawing of fully completed Clubhouse. 


